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Lesson 2:  God Shall Direct Your Paths 

 
MEMORY VERSE:  “A man’s heart plans his way, but the Lord directs the steps” 
(Prov. 16:9). 
 

Man is incapable of directing himself Man is incapable of directing himself Man is incapable of directing himself Man is incapable of directing himself (Jeremiah 10:23).    
o 3:5 – Lean not on your own ____________________… 

o 12:15 – The way of a _________ is ___________ in his own eyes… 

o 14:22 – Do they not go ___________ who devise ____________? 

o 16:2 – All the ________ of a man are ________ his own eyes… 

o 16:25 – There is a way that __________ ____________  to a man, but its 
end is the ___________ of __________. 

o 19:21 – There are many ___________ in a man’s heart, nevertheless the 
Lord’s __________ – that will stand. 

 

QUESTIONS 
1. What do these verses teach about man’s ability to direct his own 

steps? 
 
 
 
 
 

2. How has man proven throughout history his inability to chart his own 
course for living?  Write down some of the horrible consequences of 
man’s wisdom in our society. 

 
 
 
 
 

Choosing the Right PathwayChoosing the Right PathwayChoosing the Right PathwayChoosing the Right Pathway    
o There are two pathways (Matt. 7:13-14) 

• Pathway of the righteous (2:9,20; 4:18; 8:20).  To what does this 
pathway lead? (3:17; 12:28) 

 
 

• Pathway of the wicked (1:15; 2:12-19; 4:14-19).  To what does this 
pathway lead? (2:18-19; 5:3-7; 7:8,24-27). 
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o How do we know which is the right pathway?  From what sources can we 
find guidance and direction?   

• 2:6-12 ; 3:6-7; 16:1-3 – What is required of us before God can 
direct and guard our paths?   

 
 
 

• 4:25-27 – Upon what must we ponder? (2 Cor. 13:5) 
 

• 5:21 – What must we be willing to allow God to do? (Ps. 139:23-24) 
 
 

• 1:8,9; 4:1-4,10-13; 6:20-23; 23:22 – Whose instructions are we to 
treasure within us? 

 
 
 

• 11:14; 12:15; 13:10; 15:22; 19:20; 20:5,18; 22:17-21; 27:9  – Who 
else can give us wisdom to chose the right path? 

 
 
 
o 12:5-6; 16:29 – How do we know when we’ve gotten bad 

advice? 
 
 

• 8:1-2 – Why does wisdom take her stand “where the paths meet” 
(in other words, at the fork in the road)? 

 
 
 
 

“…search for her as for hidden treasures.” 

 
An extra thought question:  If you were to write down for a friend 

a step by step list of principles on how to make a wise decision, what are 
the MOST important principles you would write down?  That decision may 
be marriage, career, finances, etc., but which principles will guide you in 
ANY situation? 


