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Lesson 6:  Diligence Vs. Laziness 

 
MEMORY VERSE:  “The soul of a lazy man desires, and has nothing; but the soul 
of the diligent shall be made rich” (Prov. 13:4). 
 

“The Sluggard”“The Sluggard”“The Sluggard”“The Sluggard”    
� Let’s study the characteristics of a lazy person. 

o Loves sleep (6:9-11; 26:14) – How is a lazy man                                               
like a door on its hinges?   

o Neglects responsibility (24:30-34) – What does                                            
the field of the lazy man look like? 

 

o Impulsive (21:5) – Many times a lazy person lacks                                              
the patience to work hard over a long period of time.                                                
What is usually the penalty for trying to accomplish                                            
things too quickly? 

 

o Procrastinates (20:4) – Do you procrastinate?  What things do you 
find yourself waiting until the last minute to do? 

 

o Full of excuses (22:13; 26:13-16) – What excuses do we make for 
letting our work go undone? 

 

o Wastefulness (21:20) – In what ways can we exhibit wastefulness? 

 

o Gluttony (19:24; 23:20-21) – Why are laziness and gluttony normally 
joined together? (also see Titus 1:12) 

 

o Covetous (13:4; 21:25-26) – Why does a lazy person desire and not 
obtain those things he desires? 

 

o Has a bad reputation (10:26) –  Why is a lazy person like smoke to 
the eyes?  In other words, how does laziness look on your resume? 
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The Value of DiligenceThe Value of DiligenceThe Value of DiligenceThe Value of Diligence    
� 6:6-8 – What kind of harvest does the diligent reap?  (also see Gal. 6:7-9) 
 
 
� 10:4 – Does diligence bring riches?  Explain. 

� 12:24 – How is the diligent one promoted? 

� 15:19 – How does diligence make our pathway 
easier than the lazy man’s? 

“The Diligent”“The Diligent”“The Diligent”“The Diligent”    
� Characteristics of the Diligent 

o 6:6-8; 10:5 
 
 
o Eccl. 9:10 

 
 
� Really, look at all the traits of a lazy man and 

think of the complete opposite trait, and you 
have a wise, diligent person!! 

o He doesn’t stay in bed. 
o He accepts responsibility. 
o He is patient, and works for the long term benefit. 
o He works today, not tomorrow! 
o He makes no excuses. 
o He saves, spares, and he wastes little (including time). 
o He has a great reputation in the world. 
o He achieves his desires, because he was diligent in acquiring them. 
 

 
 

“…search for her as for hidden treasures.” 
 

An extra thought question:  Several great people in Bible times 
were spoken of as “rising early” to accomplish their work.  Use a 
concordance to search the word “early” and find some examples. 

NT Principles of 
Diligence 

 

AREAS DILIGENCE IS NEEDED: 
1. Col. 3:22-25; Titus 2:9-10 
 
 
2. Rom. 12:11; Heb. 6:12;         

2 Peter 1:5,10 
 
 
 
3. 2 Cor. 8:7-8  
 
4. 2 Tim. 2:15  
 
5. Heb. 4:11; 2 Peter 3:14 
 
6. Matt. 25:26-30 
 


