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Lesson 8:  Friendship &  

Being a Neighbor 
 
MEMORY VERSE:  “A friend loves at all times, and a brother                                                
is born for adversity.” (Prov. 17:17) 
 

What is a ‘Friend’?What is a ‘Friend’?What is a ‘Friend’?What is a ‘Friend’?    
� The above verse (17:17) speaks volumes about what                                               

a true friend really is. 
o Why is a brother “born” for adversity? 
 
o If a friend loves at all times, how can you tell whether or not someone 

is truly your friend? 
 
o What is the greatest love one can show? (John 15:13-15) 
 
 

� 18:24 – How close is a true friend? 
 
� 27:6,9,17 – In what ways does a true friend make you a better person?                            

(also see Romans 15:2)   
 
 

o What is a very ‘friendly’ thing to do? (Mark 5:19; Acts 10:24) 
 
o If someone, whom you call your friend, is not helping to improve you as 

a person, is he or she really your friend? 

� Examples of Great Friendships 
o Ruth and Naomi (Ruth 1:15-18; 4:15) – How did Ruth show herself as 

a true friend to Naomi? 
 
o David and Jonathan (1 Sam. 18:3; 20:30-42; 23:16; 2 Sam. 2:26) 

� How was their friendship greater than family ties and greater 
than the love that a man has for a woman? 

 
 

o Daniel and his companions (Daniel 2:17-18) – What should good 
friends do together? 

 
 
o Early Christians (Phil. 4:14; 2 Tim. 1:16; Heb. 10:33) – In what ways 

did the 1st century disciples demonstrate their love for each other? 
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Friends in Low PlacesFriends in Low PlacesFriends in Low PlacesFriends in Low Places    
� 13:20 – “The ______________ of fools will be _______________.” 
� Examples of Bad Friends – For each example, show how the friendship 

caused bad things to happen. 
o Luke 23:12 – Herod and Pilate 
 
o 2 Samuel 13:3 – Amnon and Jonadab 
 
o Esther 5:10-14 – Haman and his friends 

 
Choose Your Friends WiselyChoose Your Friends WiselyChoose Your Friends WiselyChoose Your Friends Wisely    
� 13:20 – “He who _______ with wise men will be __________.” 
� What are some useful, Biblical principles in choosing good friends? 
 
 
 
 
Being NeighborlyBeing NeighborlyBeing NeighborlyBeing Neighborly    
� Ways we can be good neighbors – Read the following verses and write down 

how to be “neighborly”. 
o 3:28-30 
 
o 24:28; 25:18 
 
o 25:8-10 
 
o 25:17 
 
o 27:14  

 
 
� Romans 13:10 – What does love NOT do to a neighbor? 
 
� Who is my neighbor? (Luke 10:29-37) 
 
 
 
 

“…search for her as for hidden treasures.” 
 

An extra thought question:  How do we balance living among the 
people of the world, while at the same time keeping our distance from evil 
influences? 


