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Lesson 9:  Training up children 
 

MEMORY VERSE:  “Train up a child in the way he should go,                                                                            
and when he is old he will not depart from it.“  (Prov. 22:6) 
 

Parents Have Been Given a Parents Have Been Given a Parents Have Been Given a Parents Have Been Given a StewardshipStewardshipStewardshipStewardship    
� Psalm 127:3-5 – Why do parents need to remember                                          

that they are stewards, not owners, of their children? 
 
� Children cannot raise themselves! 

o 22:15 – What is in the heart of a child? 
 

o 29:15 – When children are left to their own devices, what happens? 
 

o 19:18 – Why is urgency needed? 
 

� Each parent has a duty (1:8; 23:22) 
o Father  

� 4:3-4– Can a father delegate teaching and instruction to the 
mother? (also see Eph. 6:4) 

� Col. 3:21 – How does a father cause a child to lose heart? 
 
� 1 Thes. 2:11-12 – Describe the manner in which Paul said a 

father should treat his children. 
 
� 20:7 – He can lead by his example of integrity (see lesson 7). 
� What traits does a father have that a mother cannot offer? 
 

o Mother 
� 1:8; 6:20  – Since the father is the “head” of the house, does a 

mother have no right to set laws and guidelines for children? 
(also see 2 Tim. 1:5). 

 
� Titus 2:4-5 – What must young mothers be taught concerning 

their children? 
 

� What traits does a mother have that a father cannot offer? 
 

o Grandparents 
� 17:6 – “ _______________ are the crown of old men.” 
� Deuteronomy 4:9-10; 6:2 – Was teaching the grandchildren 

“none of their business”? 
 

� Genesis 18:19 – What confidence did God have in Abraham? 
 

� How can a grandparent be involved in teaching the 
grandchildren without ‘crossing the line’ of interfering? 
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What is Discipline?What is Discipline?What is Discipline?What is Discipline?    
� Discipline involves: (2 Tim. 3:15-17) 

o Biblical Instruction (3:1; 15:5) – How often should 
this instruction take place? (Deut. 6:4-10) 

 
 

o Training in Righteousness – How does training 
differ from instruction?  Hint:  If instruction is the 
“book smarts”, what is the “training”? 

 
o Correction (29:17) 

� Punishment 

• Spanking (13:24; 22:15; 23:13,14; 29:15) 
o Does spanking equal hitting? 
 

• What are other effective methods of punishment? 
 
 

• What are some guidelines for parents to remember when 
using any means of punishment? 

 
 

� Restrain (1 Samuel 3:13) – What did Eli fail to do with his son? 
 
� Rebuke (1 Kings 1:6) – What did David fail to do with his son? 
 

o Rewards for good behavior 
� If we punish them for wrongdoing, but never reward them for 

good behavior, what message are we sending them? 
 

The Goal of Our Training (The Goal of Our Training (The Goal of Our Training (The Goal of Our Training (6:20-23))))    
� Have you ever set goals for what you want your children to become? 
 
� What overall traits do we want to instill in our children before they are grown? 
 

 

 
“…search for her as for hidden treasures.” 

 
Some advocate that we should take the children out of the worship 

service and have a children’s worship service, because they are a distraction or 
because they would learn better separated from the adults.  Read the following 
passages and see whether or not God teaches that we should separate the 
children from us in worship (Exodus 12:24-28; Deut. 29:10-13; 31:9-13; Josh. 
8:35; Joel 2:15-17; Mark 10:13-14). 

WORD STUDY 

� Define “discipline”.  

 


